October 20, 1994

Honerable Roed B, Hundt

Chalkman, Federal Communicetions Cammission
1919 M Sireet NW, Room 814

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir;

As the Public informallon Officer with the Clty of Serasota, | strongly befleve the Kss of the national ABC
aiMiiation of our local lelevision stslion, WWSB G\amﬂw.wﬂudeﬁmmtbmequof“fﬂorh
chizens in Sarasola and Manatee counties.

WWSBE (s currently the only staion that specializes in covering this two-counw area, with 8 combined
popmation of more than a half milllen people,

Stations bnad In the larger metropolitan sreas mbomqh end Pinellas counties cannot possibly supply
this srea with quality, community-based coverage. They will show up for high-profile stories, such a4 & double

hermicide, but who will inform the eitizens of this area on other impartant matiers, such 38 where the new public

library will be located or where gur senior citizens can go for free flu ghols this year?

There's & real question  whet would happen should disaster sirike, if & humicane or other catastrophe hits
this area, what quallly coverage would wa get from television stefions thet are move than §0 mlles away and
© whose managers have little of no knowledge of this arca?

Also, any news conceming Sarasola will move than likely be run on earier broadcests on other stations, thus
missing the large portion of paople who watch the 6 p.m. news,

WWSB has & long track record of local community sarvice. Hs weeldy Crime Stoppers program ~ produced
largely by WWESB omptwvoknlo«ingMmﬁmo—hnmumdlnMaaMofhmdrodud
- dangerous aread cﬂmlna!smdtherecoveryofmonmssoooooln proparly.

Sarasota fs not &8 small community and should not be absorbed as & pant of Tampa/$t, Patersburg. it woqtd
be & disservice to the people who call this area home.

&Bath Mo
Baeth Muntz S
Pubtic Information Offcer

Depariment of Public Safety
Chly of Sarasota’

oc: Donald P. Zelfang, Counsel for Goripps Howard Broadeasting L
Sam Antar, Counsel for Capital Cities/ABGC Inc. ,
Stan Crumiey, President, WWS8 Channel 40



Ociober 17, 1994

Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street, NW

Washingion, DC 20554

Chalrman Hunt,

As Executive Director of the Sarasota Convention & Visitors Bureau since
May, 1982, and a resident of Sarasota since 1976, I believe the area
consisting of Bradenton, Sarasota and Venice will be adversely affected if
ABC is allowed to terminate it's 23 year gffiliation with relevision starion
WWSB,

The Bradenton, Sarasota and Venice market is distinctly separate and
apart from the Tampa Bay area. Over the years stations in the St.
Petersburg/Tampa market have made an effort to cover the news in
Bradenion, Sarasota and Venice but to no avail. They created local
Bureaus with qualified personnel. However, Tampa Bay generates
sufficient local news as 1o make anything that happens in this market
insign{ficant by comparison.

The cliies of Bradenton and Sarasota are the seats of two Separare copnty
governmenis. In addition each clty has it's own local gover mnem‘

Channel 40, WWSB, provides an informative and valuable service keeplng
the citizens of these countles and municipalities informed as to the actlons
of thelr elected officials. No other community could be expected to be as

altentive. .

THE SARASOTA AREA & ITS GULF COAST [SLANDS

$A A CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAD
£5 N, Tamiami Trall, Sacusow, Floride 342 40
(B13)DSTABYT o 1:800.5220799 o TANX: (RIA)VRI1.2050




Another issue is that of public safety and welfare, Siation WWSB Is live
and on the alr informing viewers whenever serlous weather conditions
“thraaten the local viewing area. I doub:t any station in the Tampa Bay
area Is capable of providing similar coverage for this market.

Mr, Hunds, I could Al numerous pages detailing the many contributions
WWSB has made to our community. Suffice Ut 1o say, we hope WWSB,
Channel 40, will be permitied to continue to serve the Bradenton,
Sarasota, Venice area as the ABC qffiliare. |

Thank you for your consideration.

P . Yo :rul.}_,_” 5,
2[4

rry J. Marthaler
Execurive Director

cc: Counsel for Capital Citles, ABC
Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadcasting Co.
President & General Mannger, WWSBV



John P Lambert

3770 Prairie Duncs Drive
Sarasola, Florida 34238
$13-923.7933
October 18, 1994
HONORABLE REED E. HUNDT
CHAIRMAN
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
ROOM 814
1919 M STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20554
RE: WWSE, CHANNEL 40, SARASOTA, EL.

DEAR HONORABLE HUNDT:

LAM RETIRED IN SARASOTA, FL,, IT IS A NICB PLACE, CONCERNED ABOUT
LOCAL ARTS, $CHOOLS, HIGH SCHOOL §PORTS. THERE IS NOT ALOT OF. ,
BIG CITY CRIME OR ACTION. 1 WATCH WM y
BECAUSE [ CARE ABOUT MY COMMUNITY. I ALSO WATCH ABC NEWS AND ' -
MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL ON' CHANNEL 40.

KNOW IT. MY mvoma NEWSCASTB'R HAS ALRBADY LEFT. SHE
XNEW THIS WAS THE “KI38 OF DEATH", CHANNEL 40 HOLDS THIS
AREA TOGETHER; HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS, CHARITY EVENTS, STORM
WARNINGS. 1 WATCH THE TAMPA NEWS ONCB IN A WHILE. cmME,cnm
CRIME. THAT 18 ALL YOU HEAR. SARASOTA, VENICE AND nmmon
ARE NEVER MENTIONED, NEVER!

PLEASE DONOT LET THIS HAPPEN. WE NEED WWSB & ABC.

SINCERELY YO

287

CC: SAM ANTAR, ESQ. ABC
DONALD P. ZEIFANG, ESQ. SCRIPPS HOWARD
STAN CRUMLEY CHANNEL 40



Joan Judd

1628 Boathoyse Circle
Gr 213

Sarasota, 7L 34231
8!3/964-9088 .

 October 12, 1994

Honoreble Reed E. Hundt, Cheirman
Federal Comimunications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street NW

Washinglon, DG 20654
Dear Chaimn Hundt:

smmammwmmmmummmsﬂam Fbr!das
WNMMMM

WWS8 s the only television news source for local news in and
Manstoe Coynties which emcompess the population beses of Sarasola,’
mmvmw;amm MTmmmwluch
are of no relevance, news-wise, to whol!wandmkaowmh
ttispartofaaeemcoast

That ABC would mmmmwmmmu
abeolutely as to mal’
ouyoummmmc«wbmmm ly in Floride? Did -
you know that for o of its sisle & rivals any other Floride ity inthe
cultural offerngs R provides? / ddmukmﬂﬂmmmwmpb
make this their permanent retirement home?

Even a salelite nows bureau here would not bring us the seme coverage thatwe
mmwmmwwsssmawmmmmmwtmmc
is pertinent £ us. What goes on in Tampa ts & world sway from ours, - :

lstrnndyurggyoutaploase reconsider this decision.
Sincerely,

Joan Judd
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FAYMONL & Kaesh bwtoow—s
5959 TALBROOK ROAD
NORTR PORT, ¥L 34287-3019

Honorable Reed R.Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Strear,NW

Washington, DC 20534

Dear 8ir,

We live in & saction of the south west srea of the State
of rlorida s¢rved by only one TV station that can be truly
classed as & "locel” outlet for News, Weather, Local events,
and other imformation of & local interest.

That station {3 WWSB, Channel 40, Venice, Florida, the
only ABC affilisted outlet less than 100 miles distant. The
other two ABC outlets are Channal 28, Tsmpa, and Channel 26,
Raples. Bxcept for loohing for news of local interest, if we
vere & Cable customer, it probably wouldn't make such
difference what ABC station we watched, Howaver, wa choose to
use out own outeide sntenns to 4o our TV viewing. Because the
Port ﬁayors stations are eloser and give uz better raception .
than Temps stations we keep our rotator orfented to the South.
This ;1vcs us good recsption on Channels 11, 20, 30, and 36.
Ohannel 26. the ABC outlet in Naplex comes in poorly, either
because oﬁ the ;roa:n: discanc.. or bcaaunc of lowcr power

“than the zest. chnnnel 96 sloo Beems to be affoe:ed by lun spot '

O ke Sl kot g ki ¢ VD O R VRN W b Saa e o 0V ' MO Y N

aeetvity or naznctic 1ncer£er-nee cauo;ns 1t to fade out

GOnpletely at eings. Our anetnna is Radilo Stack model rated

(ERBVY R E am s a: L S R AR RS W e fud P

!or 100 mile receptlon.

1¢ Channel 60. WWS3 1ases 1t's ABC ufilliae:on. dve to

e et )

a0 ompn pluh hinie Ml

action by Scripps ﬁoward. we herc 10 the gouth end of Slxasota‘

County will be lastng nevs “and local {nterest coveragc and

T will be obliged to either invest in a better anccnha s&sten or.

PR oy TEO vl | ety « A pemam e R s i ORI N TS e e WM S P v v e e EREER

Heaven fotbid, have to swietch to s troubleoome Cabla Compauy.

B

Raywond J.& Rfta M.Bufnagel
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THE CONCORD
COALITION

CITIZENS FOR AMERICA’S FUTURE

Florids Chapeer:
1800 2nd Street, Sultc 808 « Sarnsors, Flotlda 34236
Telephone (813) $31-7708 » Fax (813) 994-0939

October 11, 1994
Honorable Reed E. Nundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Conmiggion
Roon B1l4
1919 M Street, NW
Wwashington, DC 20584

Daar Chairmsn Hundti

I am Wtitin? oppose granting permission for ABC to
tarminate its tiliatlon with WwSB, annel 40 in Sarasota,
Florida. As 'the former State Director and present State chaimn of
the Floridad Chapter of the Concord <Coalition, I have :had
considerable contact with local television stations in conncction

with public education with regard to the Federal budget deficif..” =

As measured by 'l experience across the entire State, WWSB is
outstanding’ in its high quality and quantity of news ¢oveérage of .
civic activities. Their news staff is displays competénce, ,
integrity, and concern. WWSB obviously needs the oonti.nuad :ov’oﬁuﬂ
generated by network affiliation oom:inue their . adni.nblq :
service to the community.

Channel 28 in Tampa ¢an not substitute for WWSB, Chanml 40, ..
as the ABC affiliate serving us. The Sarasota/Bradenton/ Venice .
area served by Channal 40 consists of entirely separate eoononic
markets and political communities from those of Tampa. The. two
arcas is geographically separate and socially and polit-ically -

distinct. They lack common interests necessary to ' link thdm "
together in a shardd service area.

Sincerely,

Copies: Sam Antar (ABC) “Be 8“1‘6—

Donald feifang (Scripps) Robert M. Griffin, Jt. ,

Stan Crunley (WWSB) State Chairman. N
1200 Westway Drive .
Sarasota, F1' 34236 i

@ PRINTED W RECYELED FANER



LEW GOTTHAINER
448 GULF OF MEXIOO DRIVE (101A)
LONGBOAT KEY. FL 34228

20 October, 1994

Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20854

Dear 81r:

We are writing to you about the recent decision of ABC to
drop it’'s affiiiation with YV Station WWS8, Channel 40. We
understand that part of ABC's decision 1s based on the =
misunderstanding that there would be adequate coverdge of
the Sarasota, Bradenton and Venice market from a single
affi{liate based in the Tampa area. ‘ L

The prime audience of WWSB {s contained in Manatee, .
Sarasota, DeSoto and parts of Charlotte Counties., The
population of the area is over 400,000 persons. The
communication needs of this area ara quita different from
those of the commercial/industrial Tampa market, . Oyr area
is predominantly populated by an older, retired residential
group. To properly cever our needs we need Tv-cqvegﬁgdhphgp,
addresses safety, ecology, school programs, local pelitical -
matters and the general welfare of our regidents, ~ "

A viable, profitable TV source such as WWSB has had;thq
resources, due to network affil{ation, to expend.tha funds
neaded to preoperly address our Tocal concerns., L

I do not feel that an unaffiliated station could survive in
this market and give us the lecal and emergency needs of an
older population in a potential hurricane disaster area.

We baseach you, Mr. Chairman, to have ABC reconsider and
retain WWSB as our local affiliate, B

yours,

N, ,
Lew-Gotshainer

Vv
copies: ABC, Scripps Howard, Wwsg



October 20, 1994

Honorable Reed E- Hundt

Chalrman ,

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814 ‘

1919 M Street, N, W.

Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Mr, Hundu: . .
Iam a concerned viewer of Channel 40 WWSB of Sarasota, Florida. [dependon .~
Channel 40 and its affiliation with ABC for their network programming and Channel - -

40’s ability to provide local news and programs of interest to our area.

Providinq news and local programming of intarest to Sarasota bas not been.; -
done by either Tampa or St, Patersburg in the past 50 expecting it in the future does
not seem probable. AT

The information that I have would indicate that ABC is dropping its affiljation . |
with WWSB in o larger deal with Scripps Howkrd and with no concern forfts
obligatdon to the cltizens of Sarasota and its 23 year affilladon with WWSB, "Sarasota is . -
8 separate markét from Tampa and St, Petersburg and deserves the considerationof ' -+ -
the Federal Communications Commission to insure that its citizens are ‘31‘9\."..(‘@5 with'a -
television statiod thart has a financial and physical ability to provide adeqiiatg local: -
news coverage and service {nformation. SR

ank you fq your consideration in this mattar.

‘3826 Torrey Pines Way
Sarasota, Florida 34238

cc: Sam Antar, E“.
Donald P, Zeifang, Bsq,
Stan Crumley
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October 18, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman

Pederal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Room 814
Washingtoa DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:
Re: ABC discontinuing affiliation with WWSB. Channel 40

It distresses me to think that WWSB, Channel 40, our premier television station may soon -

- lose its affiliation with ABC. This decision by ABC will, in my oplnion, ﬁnanblauy cnpph
Channel 40 and hurt our community.

WWSB has loyally served the Sarasots-Bradenton-Venice area for 23 years offering

unexcelled ooverage of local news and community events, I have lived in Sacisota for 22,
.years ard know first hand no other station here or in Tampa offers more tha.n hp servied in
. providing complete news coverage or local programming. ;

WWSB has supported our community in an unselfith manner, donating time and money
to help make this a better community, PLEASE, stop this move by ABC, - ‘

Sincerely,

Fodlnr

Ron Evans
Broker
Commercial and Business Investments

REAg
Continued

1727 Second St

trect, Suite 3+Snracata, FL 34236-8523-23
RYI.UAL,. 2/

nmr.- * R11.1A6-4296 Fax



Octebar 12, 199

Honorable Road B, Hundt

Chalrman

Federal Communiocations Commisalon

Room Bih4

1919 M Street W

Washington, D,0. 2059 Ret TV Station W/SBW Ssrasota, FL
Loss of network aff4liation . -

Deaxr Chairmen Hundtt

May I add my volos to the walls of arief ovar tha prospect of losim
3arasota's exeellent local covarage by televislion station WSB!

I'm sure I med not repoat the backeround story, or desarite to you the.

loss 'of local reportine we will suffer in political, aducatieonal, buslocas,
sporto, social and artistie fields if WWSA is forcon to disband or curkeil
its mws team. I would like to give yon Just om Lllustration of this loas.

On WWSB's Six -0'clock Nows last night, .tho second throuzh Tifth stories
woro theset ' ‘

2. Relandscaping of a Vanlce (FL) street has local roesidonts unset.
3" Sarasota County Commiseion makes decision to relocate publid library,
« Follow-up on & previous story of sidewalk construation té protect
Sarssota school children, -

5+ An outbreak of measles in moighbordng communities worries health
officials, '

These ovonts affect our community. and the stories sre important te us, but.
the Tampa/5t, Petersburg television xtations, 'sixty miloa evay avd with .
Umited rews-gathering facilities, would not have covared them, Most of.
their viewers ldve and work north of Tampa Bay and they want revws of their
home towns. With tight restriotions on their air-time, Tampse and St. Pelers-
burg; televisgion stations will devote 90% of their newscasts to Fillsbors and
Pinellss Counties, because that's what feeds the bulldog. = ‘

Plegse halp us!

Sinceyely, ' /)

Nt bt T~
e Jameg Eichhorn

$Hv9 Stonshaven Lane

Sarasota, FL 3/&?33

CC1 Sam Antar, Esq. Counsel for Capital Citles/ARC, Inc, ,
- Donald P. Zeifens, Esq. Counsed for Scripps Howard Broadcasting.Co.
/ Stan Crumley, Presidont & Oanersl Manager W.SB Channel 40



, 2248 QUTER DR.
. SARASOTA, FL 34231

(813) 958-7067 or 922-9629

October 15, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814

1619 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mx. Hundt,

I am writing to express my grave concexn over the
situation concezrning the affiliatien of WWEB-TV-Channal 40 in
Sarasota, Florida with the American Broadcasting Co. QABC)v.

It is my understanding that ABC is taking away its ,
affiliation with WW8B beginning sometime early next year because .
it has made an arrangement with Scripps Howard Broadcasting
Co., reqarding the Tamgu Bay market, My information is that .
Scripps Howard demandad that ABC drop WWSB so that tha ﬁtathn,
it owns will have complete control of ABC proqramminq 1n West
Central Florida.

Mr. Hundt, as a businessman in Saralotn, I can;alluto
you Sarasota is NOT in the Tampa Bay market., Saragota,is a
claarly distinct market and the two TV stations servi ¢ this
araa do not sell advertising in the Tampa Bay area‘'ang have:
few if any viawers up that way. '

Conversely, the stations in Tampa and St. Petersburg =
do not sell advertising in our area and the viewers I.know much
prefer watching ABC programming on WWSE rather than on the »
present ABC affiliate in St. Petersburg, Channeal 14. We jus;
form a habit of turning to Channel 7 (the cable conversion number
for Channel 40 on Comcast Comtunications) because it 48 our
"home" station with news, updates and emergency information-
concerning cur area. None of the Tampa-St. Petorsburg stations
include us in that category.

That's exactly why two ABC affiliates have Operated some
60 miles apart in this region for se long without ma;or ccnflict.
They simply serve different poople.

What few times I've ever watched a ncwscast by a TV -
station in the 5t. Peteraburg or Tamph areas I saw vittually
nothing regarding Manatee, Sarzsota or Charlotte countias Thcv
tocu; on Pinellas, Hillsborough, Polk, and the counties to the
nort :

WWSB focuses solely on our throg countices and, gives us
the best: coveraqe it can, We have no interast in Lhannel 10,
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Uodddl @ FORMER IRLEVISION AMNCIHIG REPORTER FROM WRTN-TVY 2 IN
s/ 10N, OHIOL C MOVED 10 S8aRAS0T A, FLORTDA OHNE YEAR AGQ ﬁND
A VERYCCONCERNE D @il uliimt 18 TAKING FLACE WITH GUR IDLQL
HRLEVISION BRI tON Whgr, CHANNGD 68,

PSS OF oty ) Wag pkbed L ED PR BRTER £ 2% YEAR

RELAHTOMBHIE WM ARG, THAT NETWORKE BUDDENLY NO LONGER NEELS.
PEELE PORIIGIN o S1ATTON! (AT S NOT THE way IT WORKS, | THLRE
MU TP RUME LTINS MORE 14 .
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e PR WEED LA WWSE, GAN VUL 1IMARINE LIVING IN DAYTON. UH:Q
| AU BETNG FORCED 100 WRATCH CINCINNALL NMEWB? THAT'S WHAT YOU' RE "
ARILEND LR TO p), CINGINNAYY 18 o8 1M[LES FROM DAYTON, THAT .

! CLTY HAS DIKPERENT WEATHER, DIFFERENT CONCERNS. DIFFERENT.

' ATTUITORE AND DIFFERENT COMMERETALR. YE®, GOME OF UB ENJCQY |

i EOTOMING LOGAL. COMMERCIALE AND LT I8 AN IMEFORTANT WAY FOR Us | !

\ POV LIRARN GHIAL IR GOING ON IN DUR GCOMMUNITY. SALER, FEQI#VQLS, /

LR, BT O THAL 18 NOT THE MOST (MPORTAN! REABON WE WATCH .
CHAMNEL. 90, WE NEVER WATCH THE |AMPA ARC STATION, WE WATCH f
AL, CEFINMIEL 4@ FOR WEAMTMIER BULLETING,  OUR NFATHE& 18 -
PMALLY DIFFERENT YHAaN (AMEA '@, 1AMPA HAS NO zuraaesr INT

BRGSO, WHIHICH IS 60 MILES puway!! e

T

IHERE 18 SOMETHIING SERIOIBLY WRONG MERE. WHEN A FOMFORTAELE
23 YEAR RELATIONSHIP (8 SUDDEMLY JERKED AWAY FROM A NUMBFR
DR IN TT S MARKEY S8TATIMN, I CANNDT BELIEVE THE FCC NDULD
AOLOW SUGH A PRECEDENT SETTING OCCURKENCE TO BECOME". OFFIOIﬁL
WIHIOUL TAKINA & STRONG REVERSE COURSE OF ACTIONM!! -

It MAKER ME WMONDER, WHAT BORIPFS COWARD EROADCASTING CUHPHNY
iy DONE 1D DEBERVE SHLICKH SPECTAL TREATMENT. FORTUNATELY 1
REEVESR NG 1O WORK FORC THAT COMPANY L HEARST WAS BAD ENDU&H*
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Jrene AoeaZe.
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lﬁosoavﬂaﬂ Lane

Englewood, Fl. 34234

' Cha 813-474-5521
Hmabl Reed E. lrman "
Wczmm mission
Room 814 i "' '
1919 M Street, NW .

Washington, DC. 2@554

Re: Network affliatlon status of WWSB-TV 40 in Sarasota, Fis.
Oct. 26,1994

Dear Mr, Hunt:

lmwﬂﬁngwml’cc action on the loss o!‘netwutafﬁlhﬁonforww B-T\MO
nglem on Aprl 2, lnsamelﬂwmhvo to stop carrying Betwork .

y the American Broadcastin on. As a cong ee.tho Sarasot j»"‘
B Sams matket willicas s only network-alMiisted television sation. A
| mlmoféhunddondmelmonoednew woathet snd public rsprommm
would be & major injustips for this m which cx&‘;lds from Manates Sm
Counties. anatth yuchrt yemndtl:us.dhmd o tb"e, c
onlywlyloeql‘ o4 for .

for tens of thousands of viewers,T hes man ﬂne tion
locst ¢ ws «~ 23 doss Fort N m.Stmm.houldhawatlustxguMdzowu ette!

1ce on out-of-town stations for local news aod information. ' pm

i know what Clrol 40 is worth to the community. As far as local Igelwmoq Mewais | '.'
concerned ~— Chasinel 40 fs the only source we bave. Statlons in Tampa dnd Fort My‘ Wlll not
have the resources t/o COver our community 's news, sports or features,

grew u wim Channe! 40 in my hometown of Sarasota, Hodda. Ithﬂ boeh with me mg

ewmlife Aunyoﬂzrf or the' Englewood Sun Harald new rely on Chaniel
day— particuladyon elecuonnl ts or for late-breaking stories. Ropottm from Chmnl 40
nelul vistt the small town of

ewood, where I work. [ doubt this wu would s& my y ~; :E
covarage t‘rom a Fort Myers or Tampa-besed station ~ as would be the éense if

lost.
gain, Sl eape do meﬂunﬁto allow Channel 40 to continue to serve t.lns communi ;
would be are lhtme to lose it let me know if your agency plans to uko ad:m i ¢

Ce
Dobald P. Zeifang, Scripps Howard Broadcasting
Sam Ajar, ABC, Inc,
Staa Crumley, WWSB Channel 40



1304 North Lakeshore Drive
Sarasota, F1 34231-3440
October 25, 1994

Elonoeable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman .

Federal Communications Commission
Room 8§14 )

1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 2055.4'

Dear Chairman Hundt, -
As [ was planning to wdtcyouconeornhgmc matier discussed balow, Iwaavaymtemtedtoscc

You oh television last weck on the CNN busincss program disoussing the new pohcm reghding
the dalivery of selovision xad other sorvioos by both cable and telephons companigs which will

muhhhcmmedcowmmmmwumﬁtmecmcr mumemux: |

know, the ABC nctwbdchasmdﬁed WWSB that ABC will terrainate the mcwork's_ ,
supplied to WWSB and | the 23 year affiliate rclationship on Apdl 2, 1995, This mmum from
ABC appears to be the tyading of WWSB, Channel 40's network affliaion to the Scrfpps ..
Howird Broadcasting Company in exchange for Soripps Howard's agroement to affitiate Whh
ABC for ten ycars mCIcvehnd. Ohlo and and Dotroit, Michigan. Obviously, mhdcpcndenﬂy
ovmed affilate in Sataaola. the aation's 153rd television market, was of little or no slgniﬁcance
when, the ABC notwork ‘contidercd affiliations with Scripps Howard, & media oonalomctm

owning tcleVl.Slon stahom in nine major mackets. : ' -

The loss of ABC programming will seriously limit WWSB, Channel 40's efForts 10 serve. lls ' '
viewers in Sacasota, Bradenton and Venice with local nows, weather, sports, public afairs and |
community involvement duc to the financial offects of this loss of programraing, I know that it
appears to be self- scrvmg to say that WWSB, Channel 40 docs a most outstanding job ofcowru\g
the local news, sports, wisather and communily affairs for the citics of Sarasota, Bradenton agd i
Venice, but I think that 2 comparison of actual airtime devoted to these vital community eonccrns

as a percentage of total amxmc would show that WWSB, Channel 40 commits more of i xts



valuable resourocs 1o the communily than most , If not all, of TV stations in comparable market
arcas, Natueally, T 4o not have thiz detailed information, but { am surc that it would be rcadily
avallahla from WWSB, Charmel 40, If these conumunitics are unable 1o recceive this mcnual Tocal
covorage from WISA, Channel 40, it will no longer be avallable from any other source. Today
the many TV stations in T ampa, a major markot area, dovote practically no coverage 1o Mmteg,
Sarasota and Charlotte countics. These three countios together account for a population of *
679,764 projected in 1295 and over 3/4 million in 2000 as follows; -f

Population Population

| 1925 Est 2000 Est
Manatee 233,839 260,334
Sarasola 308,965 339,398
Chardotte . 134,960 158,320
Totals 679,764 758,052

[ strongly fool that the local coverage and community service (not only' bythestationbutbymc
broadcast personalitios whﬁﬁvoﬂ'edy of their time at locally sponsored evonts), hard workgnd
pesscverance over the last 23 yeary showd be rewarded not ponalized and sacrificed as & pawn for
the convenlence for the cmph bullding of ABC, To offer the community and consumers of ‘
theso coutics excellent Jocal news coverage and programming it i vital that the local bushms
enterprise, W58, Channel 40, be allowed to prosper so it wifl be financially able to m-ve tho
mnmﬂtynwouuiuownhmton I belicve that ABC should be required to mhnueto ’;
honor its commitments 1o its afﬁhnte, WWSB, Channsl 40,

Yours truly,

Decan F. Bock

oc: Donald P. Zeifang, Esq., Counsel for Setipps Howard Broadcasting Co., Baker & Hoswtlcr
1050 Connccticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036.

Sam Antar, Bsq., Counsel for Capital Citics/ ABC, Ine., 77W. 66th Stroct, New York,
NY 10023.

r(:\ Crumley, President & General Manager, WWSB, Channel 40, 5725 Lawton Dnve,
Sarasots, F1, 34233,



" The weather in Tampa s noﬁ al

Saracota, October 27, 1994

!
l
Honorable Reed B. Hundt !
Chairsan :

Fodcral Lommmnications Connias1
Room 814

1910 X @treet, K.V, j
Vashingtun D.C. 20554

]

Re,: Chann+1 40. WVSB'a loss of
f:iliation. .
! _ . f
Dear nr,_Chaiinana ‘ : , o

1

Sarasota. 48 as much a suburb © Tt?pa as Vashinston 1e a |
suburb of Baltimore. You nped o travel for, jore than an
hour to §0 Lrom ona point fe apother. In Bo way is Sarascts,
Bradentgn and Venice, like Silver Spring, Rogkville,
Aloxnadrin or Arlington, Ve are a' community separate trnn]

Tambpa.

‘The reeidents of. sarncota. Bradeaton or V¢nioe wvant #nd need

our own:local naws, lports. wekthcr. tratfic’ report' and
publie foair-. ete. _

i

ye the sama ams in Serasota,

the traffic reports in a city more thas an hour Away ‘are’:

unimportant to ve, snd bhave no effect on us, Our local

o rta will iz no way be coveried by a Tampa atat;gn. nor
11 we get any kind of epunu tf bulletin board.

Ve nee&,and deaserve to knﬁw wﬂat is happonimg ia our .
compunity.

Thank you for your conetderation of thece issues when
determifiing the future of wvsﬂ Channel 40,

. Binqerely. .
b
/K:ii;qﬁ.i;ngvn49~c=4tl -

Billie.nnd Henry Domenech ,
5625 Avista Dr, . :
¢C, Mr. Antar , '‘Sarasota, Fl. 84243
Zeifang

Crumley



' SARASQOTA
FAMILY
YMCA

" Phone: (813) 951-2918 " Fax: (813) 954-074:
November 18, 1994

The Hotorable Reed E. Hundt
 Fedetal Commnmowons Commission.
1919 ™" Strcet, NW, Room #814
Washington DC 20554

Dear Sir,

WWSB, Channel 40 is & major asset to' the Smsota and surrounding commumity.
Losing their afffliation with ABC will have a devastating result on our non-profit
sector to nipq funds and other support for the many programs and lctmties the
non-profit l;encxes provide for the citlzens of Sacasota County,

To say public interest will be covered by a Tampa station is ridisulous. Thexe is
conly s0 much air time per'broadcast. Y am sure they will not divide that gir time. .
. propordonately with Sirisdta's market. ~All the the(oric sbout great servloes from
~Tampa is just that, thetorde, _ |

WWSB is part of the fabrle of this. commuaity. R has played a major tole o
making our comamunity uslque in its depth and breadth of community support for®.

needed human secvices.  Pleass give serious consideration to allowing WWSB to . ~
retajn its amliation with ABC

Sincerely,

Carl L. Woinsich
President/CBO



October 21, 1994
161 Seaward Wa
Venice, FL 342 7;__.

bbnocable Reed E. Huxit, Chaixman

Federal cations Conmission :
1919 M Street, 3
Washlogton, DQ 20554 X

Dear Sir,

We live approximately 8Omiles from Tampa to the North and 80 miles
from Fr. Myexw to the South. We have cable TV so we are sble to.
receive transmissions from those aress. However, the only TV. statiecn
that broadeasts the news and weather effecting o area - Vens.ce. :
North Port, Sansota ~ 1is Channel 40 WiSH.

" Nove of the. atations in the m(i»a/Fc. Myers area give any TV t&m ko our
saction of t-h- State unless Lt is a sansational event. Florida .
wosther L¢ such that what effects the area within 50 milés of one does
not effect the other area. We rely on Channel WWSB to keap us infomed
of local m r conditions.

scau,on WW&B is very commnity orient.d and L8 consistently !.nvolvnd in
ares activities. Additionally, the on air personmel are pirsonablc and
sppear to be’ concemed about the commmity.

Plesse do not: pernit Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. to leave this inportant;
ares, 'without’ 1ocal TV coversge.

Sincerely,
Ruthelsie undry
Arthur P. lLandry
?»:"2“;.@:"“‘"2 s & Consral vrag
8 ra er
WWSB,

$725 Lwaton Drive
Sarasota, Fl 34233




July 27, 1994

American Broadcasting Companies
ABC Audience Information

77 W 66th St, Ninth Floor

New York, NY 10023

I am a resident of Sarasota County Florida and rely exclusively for my broadcast news
and weather from, your local affifiate, WWSB, Channe! 40. | am appalled by the fact that
you have dacided to terminata WWSB's afflliation with your network. It's obvious that you
don't understand this local market.

Sarasota Is a completaly separate market from Tampa/St. Petersburg/Cleatwater. The .
politics are differant, the naws Is ditferent, and the very important faotor of weather is 8lsq .
ditterent. The local news provided by the ABC, CBS and NBC affiliates in the Tempa/st.
Pntersburglclea:wuter market don't even attempt to cover Sarasota news Or weathar

With the termination of WWSB, ths lack of local news would be disturbing;. thé lack of
looal weather colld be devastating. Wa are In hurrloane season now. There I8 ho other
station that Saradota County residents could turn to for acourate weather Inf rmat!cm .
during times of potential and actugl disaster.

The Tampa and st Petersburg newspapars hava only token penetration In the Samou
market. The Sarssota Herald Tribune dominates. Why? The Sarasota paper. carnes local .
Sarasota news and weather; the Tampa and St. Petersburg papers don't.

if newspapers had the immediacy of broadcast news and weather there, wou{dnt be g -
problem with your declsion, Unfortunately, broadcast news and weather have batome 0
important to our well being that yoyr decision to terminate WWSB could prove dlsastrgus -

| truly hope you will reconsider your decision to terminate WWSB or that the, FCC wm ;'
force you to reconsider.

rely,
iliam J. Conner

137 Big fass Lane
Sarasola, FL 34242

¢o: Federal Communlcations Commission
Complaints and Investigations Department

WWSB, Channel 40, Sarasota
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Stan Crumley

President & Osneral Managar,
WWSB, Ghannel L0,

£725 Lawton Drive,

‘Sarasota, F. 34233
-Sam Crumley:

All we Sarasotans have enjoyed
and depended upon WWSB, our ONJLY losal TV
station and are making every effort possible
to keep it. Qur schools and different organ-
iaations,ineluding the Chamber of Commerce,

- are writing to try and keep our etation. Our
. nearest 1TV station is Tamps and it would not be
"of any interest what-so-ever to us, for local -

Sarasota nevs,weather,etc,

" We havs & wonderful, and very dedicated group

at WWSB, bringing us daily happenings., They
would be devastated if thay could not bring us

- the kind of information we've enjoysd for 23

years!

Wa hope you will make the daserved consideration

due them and let them continus their excellent
programing here.

Respectfully
£

. Y
Mra, D. B. Nickerson
2319 Terry lLane
Sarasota, Fl.. 3L23l
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Me. & Mye. Charles M. Hetwig
« Bradeuton, FL 34203

Honozable Reed ¥, Rundt

‘Chairman

Poders) Communjications Commission '
Room 814 :

19“ . -stf‘.g’. N.W.

Washington, D,C. 20354

Dear Bir}

Ve are niddls<aged, piddle alags, canpagng citizeus living ia the community
of Bradenton, Florids, Ouxr Bradenton -~ Sarasots areq is & growisg Coemd=
polites ares pn the Gulf Coast of Florida., We nre stinctly sepetate’
community from Tsmps = 5t, Petersburg, soms 40 to. 50 miles distest to our
North, Our sres has beeu faithfully served with’ events saud doww -
coverage by AMC affiiiate WWSB tn Sarssots, Our Tocal news and ‘events are .
not covered by the thrae present Tampa ~ St. Potersburg sffiliates of ANC, |
NBC; and CBs," ROT

The declsion to allow AKC to terminste affiltstion with WWSS will make (¢
iapossible for thes tv-carry on their excellent local coverage.: We need:
not inform you about the brosdcsstiag businees - 1t is obwieus thet nq.

~ major network shows will cut the number of viewsrs, thersfore cytting adver- .

tising zevenues, whi,ch will make it financially {mpossible to support: - .

adequate local news coverage as an “independeat" station, WIFTS, the FOX ' |
station echaduled to become the new ABC sffiliate does not carry gny ' Yeg~
ularly scheduled neys snd veather st thig tive, evea for its Temps -~ 1 S
Petersburg market, and it has Fox network feed of mmay popular sliows.

It ABC 1s allowed té pull affilistion from WNSB {n ordet to maka othey deals

with Scripps Hovard, an injustice will have been perpetrated od & rm,tgblfd; o

busines# snd on & huge seguant of the population’ of Western Fiorida,

We ask you to cousider the situstion and thet the F.C.C., #s the fegulating
body given respomsibilty for equitable broadeseting, take the gteps negéssary

to prevent this bldekout of our local news ares. Why should Tseps heve fouy
network affilistes and leave the vast stretch-from thers t o Fort gl
with oone? ' '

Thenk you for yout:carctul congideration of this fasue,

!mr;zwl?*

e O,

Mr, & Mra, Charies Her




~ .

3800 Gatewood Drive
Sarasota, Florida 34232
- October 17, 1994
The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federa} Comaunications Commission
Room 814, 1919 M Street, N
Washington, D. C. 2055&

Dear Chajrman Hundt:

We would like to offer the fo!lowing thoughts in regard to the decigfon by
the ABC network to drop Station WWSB, Channel 40, as one of its affiliates.
We have resided in Sarasota, Florida, since early 1975 and have been a regu-
lar viewers. of Channel 40 during these years. S

This\statiog has supported the gitizens of Sarasota County in an exceptignal
numbar of ways--Salvation Army/Unfted Way/muscular distrophy drives, the

Offshore Grand Prix which generates a great charftable fncome, the Feed the
~ Hungry program, school athletic programs, local electfons, local water man- -
agement issies, etc,, etc., etc.; the-1ist yues vu and on. Without the: .
financial support of being a network affiliate the 5I%gggg;us sipport this
station currently givas to Tocal endeavors would simply not e posgible.

Without the financial backing of network aff{liation, Channel 40 cannot, .
feasibly continue the current level of news coverags wé NOW egjoﬁ fn Sard-’
sota County. TA CIT NTY - A IS STEP-CHIL . THE. PA BAY
AREA{ Sarasota s a y aift ra ulation from Tampa, -
v@r the yesars we have on occasion watched the news Trom Channels 8 and 13
1n Tampa.  Their coverage of svents in Sarasota is so minimal as tg be con-
sidered negligible. We Tive here, and we want news from her¢ in Sarasqia
County...nqt what is going on in Hillnborou?h and Pinellas County. - When we
have sevare flooding in our area, we want first hand coverage hare, not what
strasts are flooded in Tampa or the Tampa Bay area; or who killed who today.

About 4-5 years ago we ware solicited by the Tampa Tribune newspaper to Sub-
scribe because the{ would have a "section devoted entirely to Sarasota:
newsnf A great sales pitch about thefr planned coverago'of Sarasota naws -
ensued. We took & limited subscription, The "section” evolved over the
next 6 months from 6 pages after this initial subscription "drive”. to about
2 pages intersparsed with Tampa Bay news. Needless to add, we dropped the -
subscription, Based on experience we doubt serfously that the Tampa sta-
tions will provide any more coverage of Sarasota County than did the paper.

The bottom line fs money. Without network affiliation Channel 40 cannot
feasidly continue the 1**5; of news coverage and tremendous community’ $up-
port we have enjoyed. s dropping affiliation certainly has the foyl
odor of 2 "deal" made by Scrip¢s ﬁoward. 8 deal which directly impacts the
citizens af Sarasota County. Tampa stations WILL NOT represent Sarasota to
the level to which we are entitled, Curta{ling Channel 40's ability to do
80 cannot be fair or equitable. Sarasota County is an entity unto itself,
and we urge you to decfde in favor of Channel 40 retaining its ABC affilia-
tion for the benefit of Sarasota County and its citizens, :

sz£Za:23§?§;%%:;4a¢:u/ (fz;., c;a( e

Mr. and Mfs. 0liver L. Austin

Copy to: Mr. Sam Antar, Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC, Inc.
Mr. Donald Zeifang, Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadcasting
LMr. Stan Crumley, President & General Manager, WWSB, Channél 40




Lorin S, Mycis
7301 Ballantrao Place
Sarasoln, Hodda 34238

20 Octobar 1994
The Honorable Reed E. Hunt
Fedaral Communications Commission
Room 814
1919 M Straat, NwW
washington,rd.¢. 20554

Dear Sir:

My family and I are very disturbed. to learn that
our fine, and only al, Tv Station WWSB will ap-
parently lose its Network affiliation next
spring, snd ve wish to protest to tha FCC!

By now, you and your staff are undoubtedly well acquainted
vith the datails of ABC's decision to exchange its ;
Sarsgota affiliation for ona with the Scripps Howaxd
station in Tampa. Having worked £or both NBC and CBS

and for many additional years in New York as advertising -
director of ‘a large national advertigser, I am-well ‘
versed in the networking busineas and clearly under-

stand why ABC and 8K are more than comfortable with'

the propcsed arrangement! )

It will ot however be & good arrangemant:for the
thousands 6f citizens in populous Sarasota and Manha-
tee Counties. This is because, while WFT8 is carried
on cable in keth counties, it pr mg *62 the Tampa/
S:. Petd market, a8 do the other maior,nct stationg
there.

We have had Tampa/St. Pete television for years and

it simply does pigt do the jod for Sarasota-Bradenton-
Venice. IY¥ does not provide the local news, coverage

of local affairs (charities, government,business).that
WWSB can and does do, WWSB cannot continue €0 pro~ = |
vide ite excellent public service té& this market with-
out a network affiliation.

We balieve it's your mandate, yQur responsibility

to protect the TV seyvice that the citizens of these
two highly visable, heavily populated mid-Florida
counties now receive. The Tampa stations don't geeg
LS to survive and prosper. We nged WWSB and it needs
ABC-TV., Just that simple.

Thanks for your attention.

ec: Capital Cities/ABC
rdpps Howard Broadcasting
SB

e FPrnmabmu Mamndia Mo~



JOHN W. BEAN
4593 TRAILS DR.
SARASOTA, FL 34232

October 25| 1994.

Honorable Reed E, Hundt |
Chairman |
Federal Communication Comumission 3
Room 814 ;
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr; Hundt, i

I write to express my concern over the action of Capital Clues{ABC
Inc. ( ABC ) to end it's affiliation with WWSB, of Sarasota, FL.

It would seem that the Federal Communication Commission ( FCC )
has a unique opportunity, In this case, to insure the contlnued life of -
a broadcast entity, WWSB, and it's unpa.ra]leled service to the
Sarasota area. One could argue that a ABC affiliate in the Tampa,
market can still deliver the program, so can a Milwaukee, WI staton,
by the rmmcle of cable, however how much attention will the Tampa.
or Milwaukee station provide to the Sarasota area.

In my view, the franchise of broadcast service carries with 1t more
than the Opportunity for maximlzing profit, but rather the i '
responsibility to directly serve a specific community area, otﬁerwlse

why not logate all stations in Milwaukee?
Ve% truly youfrs,

John W. Bean

Thanking you for your attention, I remain,

cc:  Sam Antar, Esq.

nald-P:-Zelfang, Bsq.
Stan Crumleymg
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